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Fishermen of a Japanese fishing village were investigated about their occupational 
adjustment with the use of interview method. Analysis of our subjects shows that 
they overcame the drastic change of fishery environments by reforming the tradi-
tional way and form of fishing, and that their socialization after adulthood was 
controlled and orientated by the occupational socialization of their younger generation. 
INTROD UCTION 
We might say that adulthood is the nucleus of human socialization. Man acquires 
prerequisites of his social group in infancy and childhood. But it is adults who socialize 
him, and the contents of his socialization are part of the culture or way of life of his 
society. And above all, the social group in which he is reared and educated, and to 
which he is socialized is primarily maintained by adults members. The task of 
adolescent socialization is preparation for, and participation into "adulthood". By 
contrast, socialization in old age may be characterized as a departure from "adulthood". 
Recently, studies on adult socialization have been extensively carried on. But, at the 
same time, many fields remain unexplored. 
In general, adulthood continues relatively longer time than other developmental 
stages. Consequently, it is expected that the tasks of adult socialization should 
differ according to the sub-stages of adulthood itself. We will, first of all, be concerned 
with events which take place in adulthood, especially various events in the occupation. 
For, one of the basic tasks of adulthood may be to engage in an occupation and supply 
the family. 
One of the best approach to the problem stated above seems to trace back the life 
history of adults. Our purpose is to explore the structure of adult socialization by 
examining life history of the Japanese fishermen as one of its examples. 
The fishing industry of Japan is now confronted with many dufficult problems. 
These problems are also the ones that fishermen have to cope with. In other words, 
they have to adjust to the changing occupational environments. 
Research field in this report is a Japanese fishing viallge, and there we dealt with 
the following two problems: 
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(1) One of the basic character of adult socialization would be adjustment to the 
changing sociocultural environments, and we approach the adjustment of adults 
from the point of their occupational adjustment. Especially, we focus our attention 
on the way of adjustment of fishermen to the change of environments for fishing. 
(2) One of the important tasks of later adulthood would be preparation for old 
age. Thus, we inquire into an anticipatory adjustment which a fisherman in the 
changing situation makes up, and inquire into how this anticipatory adjustment is 
formed and on what such adjustment is based. In this inquiry, we make great account 
of socialization of the younger generation in this village. Our purpose is to grasp not 
the relation between old fisherman and his son but the relation between socialization of 
old fisherman and socialization of his son. 
SUBJECTS AND METHOD 
Research Field 
Our research field, Enoshima District*, Onagawa Town, Miyagi Prefecture in 
Northeast Japan, is a fishing village on a small island, which lies about 14 kilometers 
east from Onagawa Bay. Enoshima had 624 population (males 323, females 301) and 
138 houses in 1975. The total population in 1970 was 782 (males 412, females 370). 
We see the population of Enoshima is still decreasing. Labor population of Enoshima 
was 301. And 235 of them engaged in fishery. Major industry of Enoshima is fishery. 
The fishermen of Enoshima are devided into two groups according to the kinds of 
fishery in which they engage. 
One group consists of those fishermen who dwell in Enoshima, and catch fish and/or 
practice ocean cultivation. The traditional fishery of Enoshima is coastal and 
inshore fishery - small domestic one with the use of small fishing boat of five tons at 
the biggest. Before or after the World War II, powerboats began to be used throughout 
the island. Fisherman who posessed their own fishing boat caught fish with his son 
and two or three fishermen who had not their own fishing boat. Those who had not 
their own fishing boat did a job on a percentage basis. The number of houses which 
posessed fishing powerboats was down to only several in consequence of the poor catch 
and the lack of hands. 
Ocean cultivation started in 1965 at Enoshima. For several years after the begin-
ning of ocean cultivation in Enoshima, the kind of cultivation was wakame, a seawead. 
Thereafter cultivation of hotate, scallop, and hoya, ascidian, came to be involved. This 
kind of fishery, setting apparatus for cultivation into the sea, gets wakame, hotate and 
hoya after their seads grow up. Nine houses started cultivation fishery at 1965, and 
today about 40 houses engage in this fishery. 
Another group consists of crewmen who engage in the fishery on pelagic fishing 
*For the detail research in Enoshima, see, A. Doe, Research on a Selection of Socialization 
Channel by Early Youth at the Island of Enoshima, Miyagi Prefecture in Northeast Japan, 
Tohoku Psychologica Folia, 1973, Tom XXXII, Fasc. 1-4, pp. 78-90 
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vessels. They spend most of their time on fishing vessels. So, the time in which these 
crewmen can liver together with their family is very limitted, at most one month a year. 
Geographical conditions of Enoshima, an isolated island, provide for inconvenience to 
the families of crewmen of pelagic fishery. So, some of them moved to the near towns 
which was more convenient for their life. 
Subjects and Method 
OUJ.' subjects are those fishermen who belong to the first group. As our subjects we 
picked out 15 typical fishermen among them. And we interviewed these fishermen 
for the pUJ.'pose of grasping closely their life histories and forecast of their future life. 
These data were put into order according to the types of changes of their occupational 
adjustment. 
RESULTS 
Analysis of life histories of the fishermen shows that they suffered from some changes 
of fishery. At the same time, these changes are namely the changes which they have 
experienced. But the way of adjustment to these changes is not necessarily the 
same in their concrete situations. 
(a) First of all, there is a group of fishermen who coped with the change of ccupa-
tional environments by reforming coastal and inshore fishery to cultivation fishery. 




He was born in 1925 as the eldest son of his father who were fisherman. He 
graduated Higher Elementary School at 14 years old. But, he helped his father with 
fishing before he completed school cOUJ.'se, and continued the fishery after completion of 
school. In those days, they used their boat of about one ton. In 1945, when he was 
twenty, he went for a soldier, and after the World War II, he was detained in Siberia 
for four years. When he returned to Enoshima at 24 years old, his father had gotten a 
fishing powerboat about 4 tons. 
His family are himself and his wife and three gaughters and three sons. His 
eldest son was born in 1951. His sons and daughters left home after completion of 
Junior High School course. His eldest son worked with him for a year after graduation. 
But thereafter he became a crewman of pelagic fishing vessel and left home. His 
second son also engages in pelagic fishery. As a result of the lack of hands and the 
poor catch, he sold his fishing boat and left inshore fishery when he was 41 years old. 
Stage II 
He made a specialty of cultivation of wakame which he started in 1965 after he left 
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inshore fishery. Today, he engages in cultivation of wakame, hoya and hotate with his 
wife. But it is not easy for them to engage in cultivation by themselves. He thinks 
that the chance of returning of his son to Enoshima as a fisherman will be very rare. 
He intends to keep on working in Enoshima fas ar as he is well and strong. He does not 
have any idea of how to spend his old age. But, he is unwilling to leave Enoshima, 
the place where he was born and brought up, if possible. 
Case H.A. 
Stage I 
He was born in 1924. Like other fishermen in Enoshima, he helped his father 
with fishing during the year of compulsory education. His father had possessed 
fishing powerboat relatively early in Enoshima. He had been continuing to posess 
powerboat about 4 tons, and had engaged in inshore fishery from the time of completion 
of school course until he parted with his fishing boat. During that time, he renewed 
his boat several times. When he posessed fishing boat, he took three fishermen into 
employment. The reason he gave up inshore fishery was the lack of hands, the poor 
catch that continued for several years, and the loss of morale. The last reason is 
related to the fact that his eldest son, who were to succeed to his family estate, left 
Enoshima to be a crewman on pelagic fishing vessel. 
Stage II 
He changed his job from inshore fishery to cultivation fishery in 1973. In future, 
he is going to reduce the scale of cultivation. For, the work of cultivation becomes 
harder and harder for him and his wife with advanced age. His eldest son who is now 
master mariner of a skipjack fishing vessel got married in 1973, and dwelled in Onagawa 
Town. His other sons also became a crewmen of pelagic fishing vessels. He thinks 
that his sons will not come back to Enoshima as fishermen, and that he will continue to 
work in cultivation in the place as far as possible. And he has an earnest wish that In 
his old age he live with his son's family in Onagawa, where they live now. 
Case H.B. 
Stage I 
He was born in 1913. He became a fisherman immediately after completion of 
school course as was the case of almost all fishermen in Enoshima. He got fishing 
powerboat after the World War II, and engaged in inshore fishery. His eldest son, born 
in 1943, stayed at Enoshima even after completion of school course and worked with 
him. He and his son started cultivation in 1965. But they had sold their boat by 
1977 because of his aging and of continuing poor catch. 
Stage II 
Since 1977, he has done a job of cultivation fishery. But unlike most fishermen who 
engage in cultivation, he thinks he could continue to engage in cultivation fishery. For, 
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his eldest son succeeds his job and stays in his house. So, he can spend his old age 
without anxiety. 
Some of the fishermen who changed their job from inshore fishery to cultivation 
fishery had to give up cultivation, too. 
Case U.I. 
Stage I 
He was born in 1925. He helped his father with coastal fishery in his school days, 
so he became a skilled fisherman by the day when he graduated. He got fishing 
powerboat about 5 tons in 1950 and began inshore fishery. He took five fishermen into 
employment. He continued inshore fishery until 1965. But, at last, he had to give 
up the fishery because of the shortage of hands. 
Stage II 
Mter he abandoned his boat, he began cultivation fishery. His sons helped him 
before they completed compulsory eduaation in Enoshima. But they left Enoshima to 
get on board plagic fishing vessels. 
Stage III 
He had to give up cultivation fishery, too. For it was very hard for him and his 
wife by themselves to go on with the work. Further reason was that a total take from 
cultivation fishery was smaller and smaller. He bought a building lot in Onagawa and 
built a house there. When his son's vessels call at near harbor, Onagawa is a very 
convenient place for them. He is going to leave Enoshima to live in Onagawa in 
expectation that his eldest son will take care of him and is wife. 
Case T.B. 
Stage I 
He was born in 1916. He had only quite a small fishing boat. Beside he helped 
his wife's brother to run powerboat and to catch fish, he caught fish, shelfish and 
spontaneous seaweed, etc. using a small boat in the coast. His four sons went on 
board pelagic fishing vessels after graduating Junior High School in Enoshima. 
Stage II 
He got on engaging in cultivation by the advice of his brother-in-law in 1965. 
Thereafter, livelihood of his family became stable. His sons used to help him and his 
wife after school. But, after their children completed school course and left 
Enoshima, the work became harder to do and he overworked himself ill. He gave up 
cultivation in 1973. 
Stage III 
He worries about looking for a girl for son's wife. It is far from easy for any man 
to get married in Enoshima because few girls come to Enoshima to be a wife in such a 
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solitary island. Until his eldest son gets married, he cannot spend his old age without 
anxiety. Because his old age depends on his marriage. 
Oase Z.S. 
Stage I 
He was born in 1926. He posessed fishing powerboat about 5 tons. And he engaged 
in inshore fishery with three employees in Enoshima. The income from inshore fishery 
was unstable because of the poor catch. He started cultivation of wakame in 1965 for 
the purpose of the solution of such an unstability, that is, he tried to make good the 
loss suffered from the poor catch with the income from cultivation fishery. At first 
he thought inshore fishery and cultivation could stand together, but onece he started 
the two different kinds of fishery, he found they could not stand together because 
cultivation fishery needed a great deal of hands and time. His four sons left Enoshima 
to go on board pelagic fishing vessels one by one. And he suffered from the shortage of 
hands for inshore fishery. 
Stage II 
At last, he sold his powerboat about 5 tons and then he made up his mind to continue 
cultivation instead. For, the income from cultivation fishery was more stable than 
that from inshore fishery. But the work became harder for him and his wife as they 
aged. In addition to that, he afflicted with sugar diabetes. So, he had to give up 
cultivation fishery, too. 
Stage III 
He left Enoshima to spend his old age in Watanoha, where he had got his new house. 
The reason why he settled there was that the place was convenient for the life of his 
eldest son. 
(b) Most of the fishermen who changed their jobs to cultivation fishery could not 
help giving up inshore fishery because of the unstability of the fishing by the poor 
catch, and of the shortage of hands. Nevertheless a few fishermen never gave up 
inshore fishery. They maintain inshore fishery by revising the traditional way and 
form of fishing. Their sons stay in Enoshima and work with them. They introduced 
machines as their equipments for fishing on board. By this mechanization, they coped 
with the shortage of hands. And they made the fishing ground wider and came to 
catch the kinds of fish that they did'nt catch before, with the view of no fear of the poor 
catch. In short, they aimed at stabilizing the inshore fishery by making good a defect 
that inhered in traditional fishery in Enoshima. 
DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION 
(1) The change of fishing industry in Enoshima was that of the way and form of 
fishing. At the individual level, this change can be reinterpreted as the corresponding 
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behavior, especially occupational adjustment of fishermen to the problems that they faced 
to - unstability of livelihood caused by the poor catch, the drain of heirs into pelagic 
fishery and the shortage of hands. 
Now, what is the adjustment behavior they take? In the case of cultivation 
fishermen, it was the transfer from traditional inshore fishery to cultivation fishery. 
In other words, they intended to solve the problems they faced by switching "fishery 
that catch fish" to "fishery that rears shelfish and seaweed". In the case of fishermen 
who continued to engage in inshore fishery, it was the improvement of the defect of tradi-
tional inshore fishery. 
At last, the fishermen in Enoshima could not maintain their livelihood as far as 
they depended on traditional inshore fishery. So, they had to give up or improve the 
traditional way of fishery. And they introduced cultivation fishery or mechanization 
of fishing equipments into Enoshima. This introduction can be seized as a mean in 
occupation to stabilize their livelihood. The change of fishery of Enoshima can be 
seen as the appearance of adult socialization that centers on occupational adjustment. 
(2) Next, we will consider the relation between fishermen and their younger 
generation. 
Analysis of Stage I 
In traditional fishery of Enoshima, the eldest son was regarded, above all, as a heir 
of his family occupation, fishery, and as labor force of his family. In short, the 
traditional socialization pattern was that the eldest son remained in Enoshima, 
engaged in inshore fishery with his father and succeeded to his house. In that pattern, 
his father taught his son fishing techniques and knowledge till he became a grown-up 
fisherman, and he caught fish with him, left fishery as his family job to him, when he 
became old, and depended upon his son in last days. The fishery of Enoshima was 
based on this pattern. 
Bu, as stated above, the fact that the younger generation left the fishery of 
Enoshima and went on board pelagic fishery gave a serious blow to the fishery. The 
drain of the younger generation brought about over all shortage of hands on traditional 
inshore fishery. Most of the fishermen had to abandon inshore fishery. 
Analysis of Stage II 
They contrived to extricate themselves from adverse circumstances by switching 
traditional fishery to cultivation fishery. It went on smoothly at the beginning. But 
as they grow old, the work of cultivation became harder for them. 
Analysis of Stage III 
The drain of the younger fishermen gave another serious influence on the old 
fishermen's socialization after adulthood. The chance that the younger who went on 
board pelagic fishery return to Enoshima as a fishermen and work there on inshore fishery 
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is quite little. So, the old fishermen had to give up fishery, which they had been con-
tinuing, as they become aged. And, also, Enoshima is very inconvenient place to live 
for the crewmen of pelagic fishing vessels. Therefore, some of the old fishermen had to 
left Enoshima which was ancestral place, and remove to the place which would be more 
convenient for the life of their sons. In short, the life and occupation in Enoshima 
has undergone fundamental changes by the fact that their younger generation took the 
socialization pattern different from that of traditional one. The socialization of 
fishermen of Enoshima to old age is controlled and orientated by the socialization of the 
younger generation. 
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